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POLICE AND CORRECTIVE SERVICES 
Motion 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.10 am] — without notice: I move — 
That this house expresses its support for the men and women of the Western Australia Police Force and 
corrective services. 

Today, in 2020, the world is navigating through a pandemic, yet political correctness allows thousands to march 
in Perth to protest on the back of an event that happened thousands of kilometres from here. I want it recorded in 
Hansard that someone stayed calm and talked facts and sense amongst all the emotional outrage. We have lost our 
way in this country and we need to get our priorities straight. I would like to recap the events of the last few weeks. 
On 25 May 2020, vision of George Floyd, an American man, being killed while in police custody went viral on the 
internet and sparked protests in the United States that turned into riots as citizens made it known that they would 
no longer tolerate police brutality against African Americans. The vision was shocking. In many conversations here 
in Australia, people were saying, “Thank God it’s not like that over here.” Enter the mainstream media. The quality 
of journalism in the mainstream media is dropping, and that will always be the case while advertising revenue is 
generated through clickbait. But my concern is with the conduct of the public broadcaster, the ABC. Evidence 
shows that ABC journalists and its guests used race politics that incited the George Floyd matter and imported that 
to Australia. Sabra Lane, on ABC Radio National, advertised a recent Black Lives Matter protest in Australia 
referencing the “high rates of Indigenous deaths in custody here” in Australia. I would ask members to remember 
that quote. Dr Hannah McGlade from Curtin University was invited into the ABC radio studio and said, “These are 
all very live issues here where Aboriginal lives are unsafe and people are dying at the hands of the police.” I will 
ask members to remember that quote also, because these are very serious accusations. Because these accusations 
against our police and prison officers are serious, it is absolutely critical that we investigate the facts and determine 
whether those accusations are correct. Unlike some would have us believe, it is not racist to question whether these 
accusations are correct. This is about facts, not race. 
To find the facts that are credible, unbiased and up to date, I have used reports from the Australian Institute of 
Criminology, and here is why: in 1987, we had the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody—the 
RCIADIC. That royal commission was established in response to a growing concern about the number of deaths 
of Aboriginal people in custody. Because of the royal commission, an ongoing program was established to monitor 
both Indigenous and non-Indigenous deaths in prison, police custody and youth detention. How fortunate for our 
current circumstances that we have an independent body, the AIC, monitoring all deaths in custody since 1992. 
Logically, our minds turn to what it has found. What is the situation regarding Aboriginal deaths in custody since 
1992? Have our police and prison officers got a racism problem and are they killing Aboriginal people at will? 
These are the facts, and people do not get to call me a racist just because they do not like the facts. In February last 
year, the Australian Institute of Criminology prepared its most recent report titled “Indigenous Deaths in Custody: 
25 Years since the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody”. Although the title is self-explanatory, 
allow me to read part of the paper. It states — 

The purpose of this paper is to provide a picture of trends and characteristics of Indigenous deaths in prison 
and police custody in the 25 years since the RCIADIC. A key focus is to describe the circumstances of 
Indigenous deaths in custody and how these compare with those reported by the RCIADIC and over time. 

This is a perfect paper to give us a snapshot of the picture today and to test the accusations of the ABC and its guests 
that Aboriginal people are “dying at the hands of police”. The AIC paper examined 393 Aboriginal deaths in 
custody between 1991 and 2016. The number we often see quoted at the protests of 432 or 437 are The Guardian’s 
figures. Although I will not stand here and either credit or discredit those figures, I will limit my comments to 
the 393 mentioned in the AIC report. I mean no disrespect to the 44 Aboriginal people who died in custody. 
No-one would choose to end their life in custody. I will say here and now that if an Aboriginal person, or any person 
for that matter, dies in custody due to negligence, manslaughter or murder, those involved should feel the full effect 
of the law. No humane person would deny them that justice. But it is a serious accusation to say that because someone 
is an Aboriginal person, they are a victim of a systemic custodial culture of racism and will suffer an increased 
risk of death in custody. Let us test that accusation. I will start at the end and read the first paragraph of the 
conclusion of the AIC report. It states — 

In 1991, the RCIADIC concluded Indigenous people were no more likely to die in custody than 
non-Indigenous people but were significantly more likely to be arrested and imprisoned. The same 
remains true today. 
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It is important to recognise the second part of that statement that Aboriginal people are significantly more likely 
to be arrested and imprisoned. I will set that aside and park it for the moment while we look at the rest of the 
picture before I come back to it. I will read the first part of that paragraph again — 

In 1991, the RCIADIC concluded Indigenous people were no more likely to die in custody than 
non-Indigenous people … The same remains true today. 

That alone tells us that there was not then and is not now an issue of racism in the WA police or corrective services 
when deaths in custody are concerned. To suggest that there is, like the media has done and like the academic elite 
class has done, is absolutely wrong. It is completely unfair and vilifies the good men and women of WAPOL and 
corrective services who do a job that most people would never do even if they were paid double what they earn 
now. But let us not take one sentence from one report as gospel, because the AIC report gives us details—very 
telling details—about how people died and why. 
Of the 393 Aboriginal people who died in custody between 1991 and 2016, 63 per cent were not in police custody 
but in prison custody. When people protest with a banner insinuating that 437 people died like George Floyd 
did at the hands of police brutality, they are deceiving the people and misleading them from the facts. For the 
moment, let us set aside the number of deaths in prison custody and focus on the deaths in police custody, given 
that police men and women have borne the brunt of being vilified. Of the total 393 Aboriginal deaths in custody, 
146 Aboriginal people were in police custody.  
Can I just stop for a moment to acknowledge that it is difficult to talk about people as if they are numbers or 
statistics; it is just inhumane. Whether or not these people were criminals, they were still people. It is just so unfair 
when the media, the protesters and even some members of Parliament use these numbers and statistics to further 
their own narratives—the humanity ends when they use them to mislead people, vilify others or incite rage. 
Let me get back to the facts. One hundred and forty-six Aboriginal people died in custody. Of those deaths, 68 were 
accidental, including the deaths of 46 people in motor vehicle accidents while they were being pursued by police. 
Any death during a police pursuit is classified as a death in custody, and that is worth noting. Also worth noting 
is that this proportion was similar for non-Indigenous deaths in police custody. Therefore, on those numbers, it 
can be asserted that race was not a factor in the deaths of those Aboriginal people who were being pursued by 
police. Thirty-one Aboriginal people died, tragically, of natural causes, mostly due to heart conditions or other 
medical conditions. If we take out the 68 accidental deaths and the 31 deaths due to natural causes, we are left 
with 47 Aboriginal deaths in police custody. Sadly, 28 of those Aboriginal people died in custody from suicide. 
That leaves 19 Aboriginal deaths in custody. However, we must also take out the tragic circumstances in which 
“justifiable homicide” was involved, which is the sad case when a police officer has to kill someone in self-defence. 
There were 10 such incidents over the 25-year period, which leaves nine deaths unaccounted for. Eight of those 
deaths were from unlawful homicide—that is, an Aboriginal person was killed in custody by another member of 
the public. That leaves one Aboriginal death in 25 years that is not counted in any of the other categories, because 
there is no record of how that person died. 
Can I just stop and again say that it is not enjoyable to treat these Aboriginal deaths in custody as if this were 
a tax-time exercise, but I am forced to do it because police and prison officers are being vilified and no-one is standing 
up for them. We are not in America. We have a robust system of justice here that keeps everybody accountable, 
including the people who enforce the law in this country. Shame on anyone who vilifies police and corrective services 
officers, such as Dr Hannah McGlade. Shame on the media, such as the ABC, which continues to play race politics 
and divide us. Shame on the companies that signal how virtuous they are with pointless actions such as cancelling 
television shows. If they really care, how about they donate some of their profits for Aboriginal people’s health 
and education? The people who protest do not even know what they are protesting about, and before they try to 
silence me by playing the white privilege card, they should just remember that when they silence someone because 
of the colour of their skin, they are being racist. 
There is no issue of Aboriginal deaths in custody—none. Now that we have looked at the facts, I will turn to the real 
issue of the high rate of Aboriginal imprisonment in this country. I want to quote the words of Jacinta Nampijinpa, 
who members probably know better as Jacinta Price, a Warlpiri woman and Alice Springs town councillor. She said — 

If you wanted to reduce the rates of incarceration then you would begin with being honest about the fact 
that almost 70 percent of Aboriginal people—men and women incarcerated—are incarcerated for acts of 
violence against their loved ones … 

She said that with women, it was largely because they were fed up with repeated beatings from their partners and 
had retaliated. She said that more Aboriginal people die outside of police custody than within it, with the majority 
of Aboriginal people killed and maimed by other Aboriginal people. Jacinta Price is right, and she goes on to say 
that because the violence is out of sight and out of mind, protesters do not care. She said — 
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“You don’t care because the perpetrators are also black, and that’s the big problem … 

Although domestic violence continues day after day, hour after hour in this state, the McGowan government 
does nothing. The Family Violence Legislation Reform Bill 2019, which includes the most comprehensive reforms 
ever to our state’s domestic violence laws, is sitting on the sidelines. Rather than putting that bill first on the 
government’s agenda, it would have us debate the Building and Construction Industry Training Fund and Levy 
Collection Amendment Bill 2020, Lotteries Commission Amendment (COVID-19 Response) Bill 2020 or the 
Western Australian Future Fund Amendment (Future Health Research and Innovation Fund) Bill 2019. This 
government has fooled the public. It is easy to turn away a cruise ship full of infected foreign crew, it is easy to 
close our borders and it is easy to go into lockdown when the alternative is chaos. It is not easy to stand up to the 
protesters who endanger our frontline police workers. It is not easy to stand up to the protesters who risked undoing 
all the hard work that every Western Australian has done to keep this damn virus away. Just like the rest of WA, 
and even more so, our police and prison officers have made sacrifices so that we can continue to live in the best 
place on Earth. I say to the WA corrective services workers: thank you so much for your great service and health. 
I also say to the WA police officers: thank you so much for your service. One Nation and the majority of 
Western Australians stand behind you and support you, even if the government does not. 

HON COLIN TINCKNELL (South West) [9.26 am]: As members heard from Hon Robin Scott, we in this place 
and they in the other place have a lot of work to do with the Western Australia Police Force, because the police 
force operates under the rules, regulations and regime that we give it. I just wanted to mention that, because I have 
a bit to say about it. There is an energy sweeping the globe at the moment that is demanding a reset of the way in 
which we value, protect and care for people of colour. We are on the precipice of what has the potential to be 
a historic and welcome seismic shift in cultural relations around the world, but we must acknowledge that if we 
misstep, we risk losing as much as we would gain, or more. One thing we risk losing is the respect that should be 
afforded to our police force. 

I will not stand before this house and say that there are not any failings by the police force in dealing with 
Indigenous people. In Western Australia, there have been many failings; however, there have been many 
failings with non-Indigenous people as well. In acknowledging those failings, we must acknowledge the 
failings of all other government agencies. I will say that again: in acknowledging those failings, we must 
acknowledge the failings of all other government agencies. Behind every police arrest, there is, almost invariably, 
a failure of at least one other government agency. When a person in drug psychosis threatens the lives of others, 
we do not call the drug treatment agencies, the committee of people who sat in a plush office and devised an 
anti-drug advertising campaign or the hospital emergency department that released him onto the street when his 
family begged that he be kept in hospital; we call the police. When an armed offender confronts a shop assistant, 
do we call the firearms licensing agency? Do we call the politicians who set the legislation to control the sale 
of guns? Do we call the customs officers who failed to pick up the illegal importation of weapons? Again, 
no; we call the police. Is it the creative agency consultants who devise road safety advertising campaigns or 
the politicians who allocate funding for those campaigns, who are called upon to be the first responders to 
horrific traffic incidents—to see mangled bodies and broken lives strewn across our roads? No; once again, it 
is the police. 

Some things are changing. Until this week, if a court ordered the incarceration of someone for failing to pay their 
fines, who was it who had to arrest that person—potentially in front of screaming, frightened children or upset 
relatives? Was it the politicians who sit in this place and who, until just this week, allowed the jailing of people 
for non-payment of fines? Was it the educators who failed to teach the person how to manage their financial 
affairs? Was it those who set the wages and conditions that have resulted in a subclass of working poor? Again, it 
is none of them; it is the police. Although it is the cumulative failings of all those agencies that has resulted in deep 
distrust between Indigenous Australians and law enforcement, it is the Western Australia Police Force that is left 
at the pointy end when all other agencies have retreated and gone home for the weekend. 

Things do, on occasion, go wrong, and I would go so far as to say that not every police officer should be a police 
officer. But for every officer who falls short of what we expect, there are thousands who go well beyond what we 
have a right to ask of them. I refer to police officers like Senior Constable Tom Gryta and Constable Rhys Morrissey—
WA police officers in South Hedland who recently rushed into a burning house to rescue a young boy. I refer also 
to officers like Senior Constable Stephanie Bochorsky, who was awarded a Star of Courage for rescuing two young 
children from a house in Doubleview after a young girl was covered in fuel and set alight by her father. In March, 
some 40 officers received awards for braving fire and flames to rescue people trapped in burning buildings or 
vehicles, battling and negotiating with armed or violent offenders, or taking on treacherous oceans and waterways 
to rescue people from drowning. 
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Vilifying our police and judging the majority of officers for the actions of a few will do no good. Let us not point 
the finger elsewhere for a solution; it is members in this place who have the power to change things. I will say that 
again: it is members in this place who have the power to change things, because it is governments and politicians 
who have dominion over all those agencies whose failures sit behind most of the failures of our front line. 

I do not have all the answers, but I am an optimist, and I have been fortunate enough to see many programs that 
have worked well in the past and will work well in the future. I believe the answers are out there. There are good, 
smart people coming up with programs, big and small, all across Australia, that are healing the relationship between 
police and Indigenous people. 

In Dubbo, New South Wales, Project Walwaay was launched with the aim of engaging 25 young Indigenous 
people entrenched in the criminal justice system. Six months after the program’s inception, the number of charges 
being laid against young Indigenous people in Dubbo had dropped by 65 per cent. In 2013, Bourke in New South 
Wales topped that state in six out of eight major crime categories and was said to be the most dangerous city in 
the world, according to United Nations data. Indigenous leaders in Bourke partnered with Just Reinvest NSW Inc, 
an independent group that advocates for the reallocation of public funds from the prison system to early intervention 
programs. An impact assessment by KPMG found that in 2017, this new approach had saved $3.1 million for that 
year alone. There was a 23 per cent reduction in domestic violence incidents reported to the police, a 42 per cent 
reduction in the number of days spent in custody by adults, and an 84 per cent increase in the completion rate of 
vocational education and training courses. 

These examples show that there are ways ahead out there, and it is up to us, in a non-partisan way, to look, listen, 
consider, fund and implement. We do not want to be a cheer squad for those who would lead a campaign of 
vilification against our police force. I am very proud to stand here today and defend our police force. As I mentioned 
earlier, there are a few officers who have made mistakes, but how many people in this place and the other place 
have made mistakes and voted the wrong way when maybe we should have been voting in a certain way to protect 
our police force and give them the numbers and resources they need to do their job? I am proud to say that we have 
a fantastic police force in this state, and I would like to see it fully supported by this house and the other place. 

HON CHARLES SMITH (East Metropolitan) [9.36 am]: Members already know my stance on policing and 
law and order, and therefore doubtlessly know that I fully support the Western Australia Police Force and all police 
forces across the entire country. I will never stop supporting our police or supporting law and order. Personally, 
I would like to see frontline officer numbers doubled so that we can get them into the suburbs, where they belong, 
to stop crime and antisocial behaviour at the root. 

I want to touch on a few issues that the government went to the election on in 2017. One of my pet complaints 
about this government, if you like, is Ellenbrook Police Station. The government went to the election saying that 
it was going to make it a 24-hour police station, because the residents of Ellenbrook and the surrounding suburbs 
were absolutely fed up with constant crime and gangs of kids going around, causing trouble. If members cast their 
minds back, they will recall that there was a big media presentation about the government making Ellenbrook 
Police Station a 24-hour police station, in which it claimed it had fulfilled its election promise—yada, yada. The 
truth is, as I have pointed out many times in this place, that the Ellenbrook Police Station is a fake 24-hour police 
station. Jobs are not actually dispatched from that police station after hours. There are two guys at the station, 
answering phone calls and coming to the front door, if and when people come to the front door. A real police station 
that operates on a 24-hour basis is one that has a full complement of police and from which jobs are dispatched to 
the local community. Instead, jobs are dispatched after hours to Ellenbrook and the surrounding suburbs from 
Midland Police Station and, occasionally, Joondalup Police Station—a good 25 minutes away. I want to see that 
police station made a proper 24-hour police station that can properly service the local community. 

Let us also remind ourselves that this motion is about supporting the police. The McGowan government asked the 
Commissioner of Police to look at saving $250 million from the police budget. That is not really supporting the 
police; that is asking them to nibble away and cut away at what they do. Policing is an essential service. There is 
a stupid movement around the world called defund the police, because they are such a nasty bunch of brutish 
people who simply do not care! I asked a few questions this week about the use of force by police and how many 
deaths are caused by police using these force options. The number of deaths from nonlethal options was zero and 
I think there were about nine from the use of firearms when the police have had to protect themselves. This is 
hardly a problem in this state. There is no police brutality in Western Australia. I never witnessed anything in my 
nine years as a frontline copper. 

I want to touch on communications that I still get from former and retired police officers. Another commitment 
from this government was to deal with the redress scheme for medically retired police officers. That was done by 
the government, but it was done badly. It was an absolute cluster of a redress scheme, with police officers going 
even deeper into a mental health crisis because it was such a disaster. There was no rhyme or reason to how the 
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redress scheme operated. Some people got $5 000 compensation; others got $20 000 or more—without explanation. 
This has caused even more issues and problems for those people who are medically retired. I want that redress scheme 
to be revisited and done again, because it has caused so many problems and additional trauma to those people. 

Let us also not forget the commitment about a workers’ compensation scheme for police, which has long been 
promised by government after government. It is still not in place, despite the promises. Our police are still left to 
rot after being injured doing their job. I want that compensation scheme to be put in place immediately, and that 
is something that I will continue to campaign for. 
Policing is turning into an awful job, with little support for officers from their own government and consistent 
criticism from the fake news media. Almost every night there is a negative story about the police. When a camera 
films an arrest, the lawfulness of that arrest is called into question. It is pathetic. The police do a dirty job. They 
have to physically fight people to contain them. When that is always questioned by our own media, it undermines 
the police officer’s job and questions his authority. That has to stop. The government has to speak out and publicly 
support our police and value the dirty job they have to do. One day they are scraping people off the road, another 
day they are knocking on a door and saying, “Sorry, your son is dead”, the next day they are being called awful 
names to their face and the following day they are pulling babies who have drowned out of swimming pools. People 
sometimes complain that the police get upset, but sometimes when people get in their face, the police officer is 
going to crack. They are only human beings, and to criticise them for sometimes cracking and maybe touching 
someone up a little bit is unacceptable. These people are human beings with feelings and emotions. They are not 
emotionless people, but, unfortunately, as time goes by, that is what they turn into. Police officers need help to do 
their job and we are failing to give them help. I have campaigned in this Parliament for compulsory psychological 
assessments as part of their ongoing welfare. That needs to happen as soon as possible. The police need much 
more help to do their job from this government. 
Well done, member; thanks for moving the motion. 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [9.44 am]: 
When I first saw this motion, I thought: I totally understand where this is coming from. During the height of the 
Black Lives Matter movement and the anger that has been displayed around the world, I, too, thought how terrible 
it must be for so many police officers in Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States who are proud of 
what they do to see the behaviour of some bringing their whole calling into disrepute. I thought that today we were 
going to have a reflection and a celebration of the work that police and corrective services officers do. I must admit 
that Hon Robin Scott continues to surprise me with the way in which he distorts reality and has reflections that are 
really unhelpful and are certainly not characterised by wisdom. 
The contribution of Hon Colin Tincknell was very useful. The central insight that I got from the comments of 
Hon Colin Tincknell is that any problem that we have with police and their relationship with the Aboriginal 
community is a reflection of the broader problems we have as a society and that it is possibly wrong for us to be 
focusing just on the shortfalls in the way in which the police deal with Aboriginal people, because it probably is 
reflective of deeper and more profound problems in the black–white relationship. 
Although Hon Robin Scott acknowledged that the incidents that led to the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement, 
with the death of George Floyd in the United States, were reprehensible, he seemed to accept that to have some 
protest was an appropriate response and was at least understandable, but that what we had in Australia was synthetic. 
ABC journalists had whipped this up and had transported the Black Lives Matter movement to Australia. That 
really shows a profound misunderstanding of the sensibilities of Aboriginal people in this country and their depth 
of feeling and, indeed, the intergenerational conflict that has occurred and the results of the deeply embedded 
trauma that we are still seeing in this country. 
I agree; it was a challenge for many people who wanted to support the Aboriginal community but felt that it was 
important not to undermine the public health message at a time when we are trying to deal with the coronavirus, 
so many people did other things. People from our street held a little rally of 25 or 30 people in our park and we 
listened to the passionate statements of the Aboriginal speakers at the rally on our iPhones.  
Had the member listened to those speeches, he would understand that the issues being talked about, the pain and 
trauma, goes deeper than that. The whole Black Lives Matter campaign is not just about police brutality and police 
violence. It runs much deeper than that, because, as I think Hon Colin Tincknell pointed out, the conduct of police 
is only a manifestation of a broader societal problem. I have been involved in Aboriginal affairs, really, since I was 
a kid, and I continue to be amazed by  the stories and things that I do not know about the recent history of this land 
and the recent experience of Aboriginal people. The more we learn, the more we understand why we see these 
problems. I know people do not want to talk about it, because, to a very great extent, it undermines their sense of 
rightfulness to be here, but I do not feel that. We are all part of history. We all have ancestors who have done good 
and bad things. Our families have all been on the planet for the same length of time and there would have been 
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times, probably, when our mob of genes did some things well and other times when they did things badly. People roll 
out around the world so I do not in any way feel that that undermines my right to be an Australian or my connection 
with this land. However, I do think we have to understand what went on in this country and what has been going 
on in this country until really quite recently. 
Indeed, it is true that within the Western Australia Police Force and within society some people really have an attitude 
towards Aboriginal people that considers them in some way less fully equal to white people. I have seen some 
really appalling police behaviour towards Aboriginal people. I remember what happened in my early 20s when I used 
to knock around with a number of Aboriginal people. I could not believe how often the police would treat them in 
a way that they would not have done were they just white people. I could see that difference in attitude. On the other 
hand, I have seen different attitudes on other occasions. I remember driving a group of Aboriginal people from 
Geraldton to Wiluna, who insisted we stop at all these different towns on the way so that they could meet with the 
local police sergeants who used to live out in Wiluna and for whom they just had the most enormous respect and 
who had, obviously, been very pivotal in their lives. 

I totally accept the propositions of all previous speakers that being a police officer is a very difficult job and that 
very often they must deal with people who are deeply, deeply damaged and who have intergenerational traumas 
playing out in all sorts of ways. These things are not easy to deal with. But it is not right to say that somehow or 
other it is not valid for Aboriginal people to want to express that and to get us to understand the depth of their pain. 
When we listen to those speeches, we see and hear that pain. This is about much more than deaths in custody. It is 
about their whole sense of themselves, the whole way in which they believe, with absolutely vast evidence behind 
them, that the way in which their people have been treated, on any social indicator, has led to Aboriginal people 
being a disadvantaged population in this country. As Hon Colin Tincknell said, this is fundamentally not only an 
issue about policing; it is important. It is important that we deal with police culture because we must have people 
in the police force who have the psychological insight and personal resilience to be able to deal with Aboriginal 
people with respect and to understand the depth of history and how centuries of dislocation and inhumane treatment 
has caused a great deal of dysfunction. We need to ensure that when we select and train members of the police force, 
they have that disposition and are given the skills and opportunities to deal with what are absolutely undeniably 
very difficult circumstances. 

I must say that it is fantastic that we have a Commissioner of Police of the calibre of Chris Dawson. He really is 
a great leader. The only other police commissioner whom I think did as  good a job was Brian Bull. Members might 
remember Brian Bull. He was the police commissioner in the late 1980s and early 1990s. He was very progressive. 

I want to quote some of the comments Chris Dawson made in NAIDOC week in 2018. He said — 

Some of the comments I’ll be making shortly are confronting and may make some people feel 
uncomfortable, but I understand that truth-telling is an important part of enabling and facilitating change. 

And so, today, on behalf of the Western Australia Police Force, I would like to say sorry to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples for our participation in past wrongful actions that have caused immeasurable 
pain and suffering. 

As the legislated protectors of Aboriginal people, police played a significant role in contributing to 
a traumatic history, which continues to reverberate today. 

An example of that history, police officers were tasked with removing children from their parents—part 
of the trauma that contributed to what we now know as ‘the Stolen Generation’. 

He went on — 

We can make amends and ensure mistakes are not repeated. 

From this day forward, and in my time as Police Commissioner, I will take steps to heal historical wounds 
between police and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

I accept our tumultuous history, acknowledge the devastating impact of our actions and take ownership 
of being part of the problem. 

Today I would like to commence a new journey in unison with Aboriginal people towards achieving 
reconciliation. 

He went on to talk about the initiatives the police force had been taking and the Aboriginal cadet program that 
began in 2016, which has seen 45 cadets graduate. He pointed out the importance of having a strong Aboriginal 
presence within the police force and how that develops a much better understanding. As he said — 
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The innate cultural understanding of these constables will help bridge a gap between Aboriginal people 
and the justice system; and this will no doubt be life changing for the community members’ lives these 
officers will touch. 

He went on to talk about the achievements of the police force. He said — 

I am passionate about police working to improve the lives of Aboriginal people … 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [9.59 am]: On behalf of the opposition, I indicate that we will support 
the motion moved by Hon Robin Scott. We thank him for bringing it to the house’s attention and we join him in 
expressing our support for the men and women of the Western Australia Police Force and the department of corrective 
services. The opposition firmly believes that our most important responsibility is to keep Western Australians safe. 
The opposition has a proud history in government of maintaining law and order. We thank the Western Australia 
Police Force for the work that it does on the frontline to maintain law and order and keep Western Australians 
safe. We provide our collective appreciation for this and we recognise that it is easy for people to be quick to criticise 
but slow to demonstrate their appreciation. We recognise that the vast majority of police officers in Western Australia 
perform admirably and make a huge contribution to our community and state. They make a difference for the benefit 
of all of us. In many instances they save lives, particularly when I think of my shadow portfolio and my role as shadow 
Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence. Police officers are required, from time to time, to remove 
perpetrators of domestic violence from their homes. The actions of police impact innocent children who are the 
victims of abuse. Their intervention can salvage those lives and provide an opportunity for those children to be healed. 
I have had the opportunity to visit to the George Jones Child Advocacy Centre and the Stan and June Perron Child 
Advocacy Centre and see the work done by multidisciplinary teams and how police play a part in the multiagency 
investigation and support teams and the incredible work that they do there, particularly because of their heart-wrenching 
role. Police demonstrate professionalism in what are often very trying circumstances that involve long work hours 
dealing with mentally ill and drug and alcohol–affected individuals, and dealing with natural disasters, family 
violence, riots and assaults. I am sure that our commendation of police officers is shared by all members here. 
However, what has been disturbing in recent times is the appearance of, and increasing momentum behind, a school 
of thought from some people within our community—thankfully a minority, but a despicable minority—who think 
it is appropriate to spit on and abuse police officers going about their ordinary duties. This seems to be almost 
routine at times. 
I note that in January this year, an article published by WAtoday set out a set of circumstances at the floating water 
park in Hillarys marina where police responded to a disturbance. According to eyewitnesses, a group of about 
40 young people were circling the police and the eyewitnesses were quite frightened for the police. It involved 
young people spitting on and threatening police officers and throwing things at police and their vehicles. Ultimately, 
several of these teenagers were arrested. One of the things that we can all agree on is that that episode, if nothing 
else, demonstrates a total lack of respect for the police officers concerned who were going about their ordinary 
business. Police officers do not deserve to have hooligans in Hillarys behaving in this fashion. The opposition 
lends its support to the motion moved by Hon Robin Scott by expressing our support for the men and women of 
the Western Australia Police Force and corrective services. 
The job of police is not made any easier under this government’s regime when it sees fit, seemingly routinely, to release 
into the community convicted sex offenders. I draw to members’  attention the case of Nicholas Rodney Troy McDonald, 
who is now known as Mr Faulkner, who attacked three women in 2010. In recent times, under the McGowan 
government’s stewardship, this individual has been released into the community. Indeed, the first motion on notice 
on the notice paper will give us the opportunity to debate that issue and the release of Mr Faulkner under the 
McGowan government’s regime. Of course, this is not the first time we have seen a failure to oversee the sentencing 
and management of dangerous sex offenders in this term of government, which does not assist either WA police 
or corrective services officers. Mr Faulkner—as he now likes to be called—assaulted three women who were going 
about their day-to-day lives. Two of them were attacked, beaten and raped, and the other one was terrifyingly 
chased home. The only reason something further did not happen to her is because of the intervention of her male 
housemate. These three women and their family and friends bear the scars of Mr Faulkner’s crimes, and meanwhile, 
the High Risk Offenders Bill in this place continues to be given no priority by the Leader of the House and this 
government; they continue to allow it to languish on the notice paper. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: This legislation would be helpful towards police officers. It would assist those police 
officers, honourable member, if we could get on with dealing with the type of bills that would assist them. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
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Hon NICK GOIRAN: Instead, we have the constant mismanagement of the legislative program by the McGowan 
government. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Only one person has the call. Other people have already had that opportunity. Please 
let him continue his remarks in quiet. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: There are always two topics that get the Minister for Regional Development hot under the 
collar: the first is the consistent mismanagement of the legislative program by the McGowan government. The 
second is that the minister is utterly ashamed that her government has allowed dangerous sex offenders to be released 
into the community by her Attorney General. It is no wonder that she would be ashamed of the conduct of the 
Attorney General, given that he was recently found to be making misleading comments to Parliament. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Member, you might want to just focus your comments on the motion in front of us and 
not deviate and start to talk about other members in other places or matters that are not directly before us. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: The motion before us refers to WA police and corrective services officers and the support 
that we want to provide to them. Community safety requires competent lawmaking by Parliament, robust law 
enforcement by government and wise decision-making by the judiciary. 
In another case, a dangerous sex offender Mr Bentley was released from prison by the McGowan government and 
he drugged and raped a 16-year-old girl. He was released despite the fact that he was considered to be a serious 
danger to the community. But what is happening with the High Risk Offenders Bill? It is nowhere to be seen; it 
continues to be buried on the weekly bulletin and the notice paper because of the decisions made by the Leader of 
the House and this government. Nearly a year ago, Edward Latimer was also released. None of these things help 
WA police in going about their business. WA police do an outstanding job, but they continue to be frustrated by 
the decisions made by this particular government that seems to have no regard to dangerous sex offenders. It has 
left the High Risk Offenders Bill languishing on the notice paper and it allows these people to be released into the 
community; it does not care. When people like me raise this, we get these types of interjections by embarrassed 
members of the McGowan government. 
We should all join with Hon Robin Scott in expressing our support for the men and women of the Western Australia 
Police Force and corrective services. It is a shame that this government seems unable to do that.  
HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [10.09 am]: It is a pleasure to rise today to support this motion that 
has been moved by Hon Robin Scott during non-government business. As members would notice as they reflect 
on the motion, it is very concise and allows for a broad-ranging debate, which has occurred this morning. I express 
my support for the motion and for the men and women of the Western Australia Police Force and corrective 
services. In the short time I have, I will confine my remarks as the Nationals WA spokesperson for police to the 
WA Police Force and express my personal and party support for the men and women serving in the police force. 
As members have expressed thus far, it is not an easy job to do. I do not think that it will become any easier; in 
fact, it will become an increasingly difficult job for the men and women of our police force and other agencies that 
have to carry out similar and related functions to those of police. I often remark in this place about the role police 
play in regional communities. Along with perhaps teachers, they are often the only state public servants in our small 
towns. We often talk about police going above and beyond and that could not be truer in some of the smaller regional 
and remote communities where the expectation on them, often as the only representative of the state government, 
is much more than might be found in a more urbanised setting. The other thing that impacts on the work of police 
is the absence of other agencies, and they must lift themselves to deliver, or find ways of delivering, solutions in 
communities in the absence of other agencies that might be centralised in regional centres. Their role is not an easy 
one and is certainly more complex in those circumstances, and I express unequivocally my support for the work 
they do in our community. 
It is also fair to say that they are held in very high standing in our community. They are part of our community. 
I reflect on the comments made earlier by Hon Charles Smith about increasing the numbers of our police and 
getting more of them out into the community. That is a style of policing that we still see in many regional towns 
where police have the opportunity to become part of the community. They live in the community and that style of 
traditional community policing is much more present than responding job to job in the metropolitan area. 
The contribution from the government was disappointing in that we did not hear a lot about the practical things 
that could be done to support police in this state. We heard interesting contributions from all members. Obviously, 
that is what we can expect with a motion like this, which is broad ranging. However, I have a number of concerns 
with the way in which the government appears to be supporting, or perhaps not supporting, police in this state. 
I have remarked on previous occasions how difficult it is to get a straight answer from the Minister for Police—



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 18 June 2020] 

 p3839b-3849a 
Hon Robin Scott; Hon Colin Tincknell; Hon Charles Smith; Hon Alannah MacTiernan; Hon Nick Goiran; Hon 

Martin Aldridge; Hon Darren West; Hon Michael Mischin 

 [9] 

how difficult it is for members who are not of the government to do their jobs in the interests of gold standard 
transparency in this Parliament and get straight answers from the Minister for Police. I believe she is one of the 
most difficult ministers — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: She is very good at her job. 
Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Maybe Hon Alannah MacTiernan should become the minister representing the 
Minister for Police in this chamber and then we could hold her to account for the answers that are provided to this 
place. A number of issues concern me and I want to touch on some of them now. 
The government committed to a police compensation scheme. Reflecting on the comments I have just made about 
the increasingly difficult job that police have in our community—we expect more and more of them as days and 
months go by—we still do not have an appropriate and adequate police compensation scheme. Late last year, 
I asked the minister representing the Minister for Police in this place where the bill was at. As members would be 
aware, we are now in the dying weeks of a pre-election year and we are running out of time. We have just been 
told that the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office now has capacity to start drafting private members’ bills at this late 
stage of the parliamentary term, which suggests that the government’s agenda is wrapping up, yet we still do not 
have a bill in this house to deliver the commitment of the Labor Party for a police compensation scheme. We are 
told it will happen in 2020. When I asked the government when it expected it to be operational, the response was 
that it would be as soon as practicable after the legislation had received royal assent and had been proclaimed. 
I understand that no significant progress has been made with this matter. 
It is interesting that the minister who gave the government response today did not talk about the $25 million pay 
cut that her state government is asking police officers to take over the next two years. It is a $25 million pay cut 
in real terms. That is not my figure. That is the figure of WA police during budget estimates last year. We are all 
happy to jump up and say what a great job our police are doing, that they are dynamic in this COVID-19 world 
and what a wonderful job they are doing—and, by the way, we want them to take a $25 million pay cut on the way 
through. It is no wonder that that matter is now before the Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission. 
I hope the police officers of this state—the good men and women who serve in the WA Police Force—get a fair 
hearing in the Industrial Relations Commission and get a fair outcome in their dispute with this state government. 
Before we start talking about increasing the numbers in our police force, how about we start by making sure that 
we have the number of police officers the government says we have on the ground, in position and deployed. Last 
year, we learnt that 95 full-time equivalent positions in regional Western Australia were vacant. Some police districts 
had up to 20 police officer vacancies. There is no doubt that that would have a real and measurable impact on policing 
in those areas. One could not stand in this place and say that those types of things do not have an impact on policing 
in regional Western Australia—they do. 
Another thing that concerns me is that I heard the Commissioner of Police on radio just last week, or perhaps it 
was the week before, say that 50 per cent of cells in police stations in Western Australia are still not compliant to 
take custody of prisoners. When I call into local police stations as I am driving around and ask police what are 
their issues, they do not often raise pay and conditions; they often raise the conditions of the police stations and, 
in particular, the conditions of the cells, which have become archive storage facilities. We have plastic containers 
in the cells where we hold people in custody for a short period, but then we require police officers to transport 
people out of the town, out of district, to an appropriate holding facility.  
Three years into its term, where is the state government’s commitment to addressing this issue? Earlier this week, we 
dealt with the Fines, Penalties and Infringement Notices Enforcement Amendment Bill 2019. Recommendations 1 
and 2 of the coronial inquest into the death of Ms Dhu made some recommendations about police lock-ups. However, 
my understanding is that recommendations 1 and 2 of the report of that coronial inquest, which was delivered on 
16 December 2016, remain in abeyance to this day. Although the government is busily fixing other parts of the 
recommendations, including as early as this week with the amendments to the Fines, Penalties and Infringement 
Notices Enforcement Amendment Act, I understand that there has been no progress on recommendations 1 and 2 
that relate to having trained officers in appropriately staffed police lock-ups in Western Australia. I would be 
interested to hear in a future government response how the government is supporting our police and people in 
custody with respect to those recommendations. 
Ten minutes does not afford a lot of time in this debate and I would like to have contributed many other things. 
I stand and express my wholehearted support to the men and women of our police in our great state. They do 
a magnificent job in trying circumstances. 
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.20 am]: I will be brief. I acknowledge 
the motion put forward today by Hon Robin Scott and wholeheartedly agree with and show my support for the 
wonderful work that our police officers and corrective services officers do. I will speak this morning from a regional 
perspective. As members know, we have asked a lot of our police officers during the COVID-19 pandemic. As 
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a regional member, I have driven through the intrastate checkpoints. There are the police, day and night, standing 
in the rain making sure that everyone has a good reason to travel across regional Western Australia. Thankfully, 
due to the great work of the Premier and the government, we have been able to keep Western Australia safe and 
lift the intrastate borders and relieve the police of that duty. I take this opportunity to wholeheartedly thank on 
behalf of every regional Western Australian, and I am sure that I speak for every regional Labor MP—that is the 
biggest group of regional MPs—when I say that we really appreciate the work our regional police have done 
throughout the pandemic. 
I touch on the great work done and the absolute trauma that would have been felt by our corrective services officers 
at Greenough Regional Prison last year during that horrendous riot. The way they conducted themselves through 
that and after that incident is to be highly commended. I make special mention of our corrective services officers 
right across the state. They work in a very challenging environment. 
Both those groups of people certainly deserve our support. As can be seen today, that support is bipartisan. Police 
officers and corrective services officers do not engage in politics as we do. They engage in the job at hand, which 
is the important work of keeping the community safe. I thank every one of them, from the most junior ranking police 
officer in regional Western Australia and, of course, in the metropolitan area, through to our superintendents, the 
Commissioner of Police and everyone in between. They do an amazing job and we all need to support them and 
thank them very much for the work they do. 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [10.22 am]: I rise to 
make a couple of personal observations on the motion before the house, which I wholeheartedly support. I thank the 
honourable member for having raised the issue. Although we obliquely refer to the work of our law enforcement 
and custodial enforcement agencies from time to time, it is important to reflect on the character of the people who 
are involved in these frontline services to protect the Western Australian community. I have had involvement with 
them, albeit not directly, but as part of my job, for most of my career as a prosecutor with the crown law department 
and subsequently with the Director of Public Prosecutions, and I came to the view—I suppose it is pretty 
self-evident—that there is a fundamental difference between policing and being a corrective services officer in 
a small “l” liberal democracy as opposed to many other jurisdictions in the world. People who engage in that 
profession in societies like ours require a certain character and a certain temperament, one that may not be as 
accepting of simple authority as a means of exercising their responsibilities. They are accountable to not only 
Parliament, the government and the people of Western Australia, but also their peers in the community. It is a noble 
profession in a small “l” liberal democracy to be a police officer or a corrective services officer. If they do their 
job diligently with compassion, integrity and the desire to do good, they do their job nobly, and we should respect 
and appreciate that. Their families, friends, colleagues and fellow citizens have cause to be proud of them. 
Of course, there will always be bad eggs, and they need to be weeded out. But when we think about the sorts of 
functions they perform on a day-to-day basis, dealing with the most disruptive, antisocial and disregarding of 
social conventions people in our community on our behalf, we can see that it takes a certain strength of character. 
There are people who are suited to the nursing profession, caring for people with disabilities; likewise, there are 
people who are suitable for policing and corrective services. I do not claim to be a person with the temperament 
to do that, so I admire those who voluntarily engage in it. 
One observation I will make is that over the past several years the recruiting base for our police has expanded 
enormously. It is always a great pleasure to go to a graduation ceremony for the police recruits at the Joondalup police 
academy and see the range of people from different backgrounds who have chosen at some stage in their lives to 
engage in the difficult task of being a police officer. The same is true for our corrective services people, whom we 
should not forget. I have been to graduation ceremonies for police recruit squads with recruits ranging from 18 or 
19 years old through to 50 years old. On one occasion, a father and daughter were graduating at the same time. 
They had a wealth of background and experience—all different—and they had chosen policing as their career goal 
at some stage in their life. That is to be admired. To be out there in the community and to engage with people who 
do not have the interests of either police officers or members of the community at heart, and to be able to do it in 
accordance with the law and with compassion is a difficult calling. Our police officers are no longer the constable 
“plods” of the past doing a beat and simply dealing with arresting offenders when they see them; they are required 
to be psychologists, to detect mental illnesses and to be social workers—a vast gamut of experiences in dealing 
with people on a day-to-day basis is called for. Likewise with our corrective services officers. They should not be 
forgotten in that regard. They have a much more isolated way of dealing with people in prisons, but, of course, 
there are corrective services officers in a variety of fields, from training prisoners to counselling them, teaching 
them and supervising them in the community. They deserve our respect and admiration. 
It is disappointing sometimes when, for political reasons, people try to take advantage of that. I have in mind our 
current Attorney General, the former shadow Attorney General, who, as I recall, when we were introducing 
mandatory minimum sentences of imprisonment for those who inflicted bodily harm on police officers—I can 
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understand that different parties might have different views on the question of mandatory minimum terms of 
imprisonment—lambasted police, which was simply appalling. Members will recall that at one stage he had the 
word “pedophile” sprayed on his property and his immediate thought—he went out publicly to do it—was to blame 
rogue police officers for that, on the basis of no evidence. He just wanted to get a headline to show off that he was 
not going to be intimidated by police officers. 
Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I understand the Leader of the House is upset about it. That is the character of the person. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: You always turn the subject into one about the Attorney General. 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: There is a lot of ammunition for that. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Please do not respond to interjections. You have less than two minutes towards the end 
of this debate.  
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: Thank you, Madam President. 
It is interesting that that was his first reaction, and although he had been a police union lawyer, he made a big 
flourish of handing back his police legacy badge that was given to him as a sign of respect by our police, which he 
then spurned, all for politics. Of course, he had to apologise for his comments about the police about a year later. 
But then, that is the character of the man. 
Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Member, I think in the last minute you might want to focus on the motion in front of you. 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: Certainly. 
The point I make is this — 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order—not helpful! 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: The point I make is this: if a Liberal minister had had that history, there would have 
been outrage, but Labor seems to accept it. That is a sign of its respect for our police and our corrective services 
officers—as has been shown with a messy dispute when the Labor government resiled from its pay increase for 
police after the last election and tried to dress it up as budget repair, and so insulted our police in that regard. 
As I say, the work done by our police and corrective services officers is often taken for granted and overlooked. 
That is regrettable. I am delighted that Hon Robin Chapple moved this motion today so we could do that. 
The PRESIDENT: That would be Hon Robin Scott! 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I am sorry, Hon Robin Scott. They look so much alike! They both have beards! 
I thank the member for raising the issue. 
Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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